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Parliament, and fought gallantly for the popular
cause, and when the end came, and Charles I.
went to the block, the civil tension was relieved,
though it was some time before the shock of
the catastrophe was dispelled, and the active
resumption of commercial affairs was possible.

CHAPTER   IX.

FROM THE NAVIGATION ACT TO THE REVOCATION
OF THE EDICT OF NANTES.

1650-1685.

DURING the Commonwealth, trade, although
it showed considerable improvement, could
hardly be said to nourish. Luxury, the great
incentive to trade, was repressed. Life was
without colour; its hues were all sombre.
Everything had to be in tone with the drabs
and greys of the Puritan garb. It was deemed
wicked to be animated. Gaiety had the door
locked upon it, and the Protector held the key.
Even the list of necessities had to be thinned
down ; and the spending of money on anything
else was regarded as a sin. The country was
under the spell of melancholy, and self-abase-
ment was the order of the day. Not that
Cromwell was insensible to the claims of trade,
but he had what were, to him, more serious
affairs on hand. A wrecked kingdom was at
his feet, and the work of putting it together
again needed giant efforts. There was still
plenty of hard fighting to be got through in